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Mr. Peifer Chosen as State 
Coach of the Year

By Grace Han

 Fox Chapel Area School District interscholastic strength and conditioning head coach 
and Fox Chapel Area High School teacher Brandon Peifer has been named the 2020 State 
Coach of the Year by the National High School Strength Coaches Association (NHSSCA).  This 
award is given annually to high school strength and conditioning coaches in recognition of 
their coaching achievements and passion for the profession.  The State Coaches of the Year 
are among the nation’s top coaches, and a total of 30 from across the United States were cho-
sen to be honored in 2020.
 According to Fox Chapel Area School District Athletic Director Michael O’Brien, Peifer 
was instrumental in developing the strength and conditioning program for students at Dors-
eyville Middle School and Fox Chapel Area High School.  Peifer is not only “exceptionally com-
mitted” to the district’s strength and conditioning program, but also has the unique ability to 
relate to both students and coaches and get them excited about participating.  He has also 
increased by 100% the number of female athletes participating in the program.
 “Traditionally, only football players had used the weight room for training, but now, boys 
and girls from nearly all 27 sports teams at Fox Chapel Area High School attend pre- and 
in-season training.  In fact, from 2017, when the formal strength and conditioning program 
was initiated, there has been a 300% increase in the number of total workouts completed by 
student-athletes,” O’Brien said.  “Coach Peifer is not only respected and well-liked by our stu-
dent-athletes, he is also one of the most professional individuals that I have had the pleasure 
of knowing.”
 Peifer, who is quick to deflect praise, said, “I was very surprised when I won the award.  I 
never thought I would win something like this.  It was nice to receive it, but it’s more a result of 
everybody working together, not just me.  None of this would be possible without the support 
and help of the administration, Athletic Director Mike O’Brien, Athletic Trainer John Panos, the 
various sports coaches, the physical education department, and especially assistant coaches 
John Alerich, Zach Metkler, and James Chandler, as well as the help of Dr. Lesley Cowles.”
 In addition to being a coach, Peifer has been a teacher in the Fox Chapel Area School 
District since 2004.  He currently teaches social studies at Fox Chapel Area High School.  
 Peifer, will be presented with the State Coach of the Year award at the 2020 NHSSCA 
Conference that will be held in June in Minneapolis.  The purpose of the NHSSCA is to educate, 
equip, and empower coaches to make a positive impact in the lives of student athletes, and to 
develop coaches that are trustworthy, knowledgeable, effective, passionate, and transforma-
tional. 
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Fox Chapel Area School District Interscholastic Strength and Conditioning Head Coach Brandon Peifer works 
with student-athletes (or a student-athlete) during an after-school session February 11.  Peifer was named the 

2020 State Coach of the Year by the National High School Strength Coaches Association (NHSSCA).

 Two Fox Chapel Area High School students and two Dorseyville Middle School students 
recently placed at the annual Hampton Talbot Invitational Forensic Tournament.  Sophomore 
Patrick Alexander was named the “Superior Speaker” (second place) in Student Congress.  
Eighth graders Camryn Eisner and Isabella White won fourth place in Public Forum Debate.  
Junior Suparna Agrawal won sixth place in Extemporaneous Speaking.  Additionally, all of 
the Fox Chapel Area participants contributed to the team winning second place in the team 
sweepstakes in the small school division.  The other participating Fox Chapel Area students 
were senior Boomba Nishikawa; juniors Hannah Jahnke and Mary Knoblock; sophomores 
Ian Mackey-Piccolo and Omar Shalaby; freshmen Davina Chang, Lawrence Liu, Silas Owens, 
and Martin Stanton; and eighth graders Emmett Gillespie, Emily Torbert, and Gabriella Urso.
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Mock Trial Club

 Towards the end of January, right after finals, two teams went downtown to the court-
house for the annual mock trial competition. On Thursday, Jan 23, the defense team (Lawyers: 
Felix Veser, Sina Shaikh, and Siddharth Yende; Witnesses: Natalka Harris, Rachel Ferris, and 
Anna Ferris) gave it their all and lost by only five points. On Tuesday, Jan 28, the plaintiff team 
(Lawyers: Paige Asbury, Justin Choo, and Ryan Kenyon; Witnesses: Angelique Uku, Boomba 
Nishikawa, and Tommy Tsai) had their turn at justice, winning by twelve points! Unfortunately, 
both teams needed to win in order to move on to the next round, but they put on quite a per-
formance. 
 This year’s case was civil; the defendant Addison Babbage (pronounced Buh-bojj) 
smashed up a chess lab after months of intense bullying and was attempting to sue the school 
for negligence concerning the bullying. The trial made use of comparative negligence, a spe-
cial instance in which multiple parties are assigned blame to varying degrees, such as the 
school, Addison’s parents, and Addison himself. Both teams spent months preparing for trial: 
writing questions, rewriting questions, memorizing lines, and practicing objections.
 With the retirement of Mr. Early, the sponsor of the club, there is some speculation as 
to whether the club will be able to continue next year. Furthermore, the club co-presidents, 
Rachel Ferris and Paige Asbury, are both graduating in the spring. Who will take over and 
lead the club to victory next year? Junior Natalka Harris and Sophomore Elizabeth Crookston 
are prominent front-runners for the presidency, both already looking ahead to next year. They 
want actors, problem solvers, and anybody who has seen Law and Order and is itching to 
boldly declare “Objection Your Honor!” Do you have what it takes?

By Ryan Kenyon



5

MUN Winners from Virginia!
 Eleven Fox Chapel Area High 
School students placed at the Duquesne 
University High School Model United 
Nations (DuqMUN) Conference.  Junior 
Jackson Romero was one of three stu-
dents to be named a “Best Delegate” 
from the entire competition.  The Best 
Delegates each received scholarships to 
attend Duquesne University.  “Outstand-
ing Delegation” (first-place) awards 
went to seniors Rajeev Godse, Boom-
ba Nishikawa, Aaron Santilli, and Felix 
Veser; junior Abigail Rickin-Marks; and 
sophomore Janise Kim.  “Excellent Del-
egation” (second-place) awards went to 
senior Jackson Boychuk, junior Aidan Ireland, and sophomores Patrick Alexander and Lance Wil-
helm.
 The conference was held January 31, 2020, at Duquesne University, and 312 students from 22 
Western Pennsylvania private and public high schools participated in the event.
 The purpose of the Model UN conferences is to enable students to role-play and simulate the 
countries in the United Nations.  As a part of the conferences, students debate and try to solve global 
problems from the perspectives of other countries.
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Legally Blonde
By Maggie Kelly

 The 2020 spring musical was a big hit. Legally Blonde: The Musical had everyone 
laughing by telling the story of Elle Woods: a ditzy, yet thoughtful, sweet woman. She was 
played by sophomore, Maddie Dick, whose beautiful singing voice impressed everyone in 
the crowd.  Warner Huntington III, ex boyfriend of Elle, was played by sophomore Alex Zat-
man.  The first song of the musical, Omigod You Guys, grabbed the full attention of the audi-
ence and got the crowd excited to see how the story would pan out.  After the opening song, 
Warren breaks up with Elle for the sole reason of her being “no longer good enough” for him 
because he got into Harvard Law School.  Elle decides to chase Warner to Harvard, and get 
him back. She breaks the stereotypes of a young girl her age and becomes a great law stu-
dent.  While breaking the stereotypes, she was still able to be herself by wearing pink and 
impressing everyone around her.  Along the way, she was able to meet lots of new and dif-
ferent people that helped her get through the obstacles she faced in a playful matter.  Elle’s 
hair stylist/new best friend, Paulette Buonofuonte, was played by the talented sophomore 
Gabby Uku.  Paulette ended up having a love story of her own with the UPS man, played by 
senior Will Generett.  Emmett Forest, played by sophomore Jack Lorence, was also a law 
student who was willing to help Elle with her studies.  He believed in her when no one else 
did, and he also fell in love with her.  When Warner wants Elle back, Elle realizes her true 
love, and that was Emmett.  At the end of the musical, Elle not only graduated from Harvard, 
but she was valedictorian.  The cast did a wonderful job of singing the final song, Find My 
Way. 
 The stage crew this year did a fantastic job of using props to tell the story of Legally 
Blonde.  Production manager, senior Molly Mozurak, did a wonderful job of organizing the 
musical.  Fox Chapel Area High School would also like to thank Ben Murray and the count-
less others who worked tirelessly to make the 2020 musical so spectacular.
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FC Students Named 2020 
National Merit® Finalists
  Thirteen Fox Chapel Area High School seniors have been designated as Nation-
al Merit Finalists in the 2020 National Merit Scholarship Program conducted by the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC).  The Finalists from Fox Chapel Area High School are 
Paige Asbury, Amelia Bothe, Hanna Chen, J. Oliver Choo, Hazel Cline, Claire Fenton, Rajeev 
Godse, Noah Hertzman, Christiana Paljug, Sina Shaikh, Jake Sperry, Felix Veser, and Aaron 
Wu.  
 These Fox Chapel Area High School students were named Semifinalists in September 
2019 and have met all the requirements to advance to Finalist standing in the competition for 
National Merit Scholarships which will be announced this spring.  The students are selected 
as Finalists based on their Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) scores and other factors, including SAT scores, a student es-
say, a school recommendation, and having an outstanding academic record throughout high 
school.  
 Each year college-bound 11th grade students complete the PSAT/NMSQT.  All the stu-
dents who take this test are automatically enrolled in the National Merit Scholarship Program 
and approximately 15,000 advance to become Finalists.  The Finalists represent less than one 
percent of the nation’s high school seniors and compete for some 7,500 Merit Scholarships 
worth more than $31 million to be offered in the spring of 2020.
 The NMSC is a privately financed, not-for-profit corporation.

The Fox Chapel Area High School Madrigal Singers performed a free concert with the Susquehanna Univer-
sity Choir and Chamber Singers on March 11, 2020.  The concert was held at Faith United Methodist Church 

as part of the Susquehanna University Choir’s annual spring break tour.  



Pitt Law Day
By ryan kenyon
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 On Feb. 5, Fox Chapel students at-
tended Pitt Law Day to learn more about 
career pathways associated with the field 
of law. After a brief introduction in the Pitt 
Law School’s courtroom, students attended 
a sample class on nuisance law taught by a 
real professor. The students analyzed four 
different cases dealing with attractive nui-
sance law, each with slightly different sce-
narios and outcomes, to provide a case for 
a theoretical one. The exercise highlighted 
a lawyer’s need for research, reading and 
writing.  
 After a brief intermission, the students were given another lecture, this time from the 
President of the law school, on all the different types of law a lawyer can practice. She also 
told her life story to motivate the students, from a grandpa helping to build the Cathedral of 
Learning to an amazing career as an attorney. Finally, a panel of law students from the school 
answered any questions students had. For example, are concentrations required to practice 
law in that area? Definitely not. In fact, the previous professors confessed that the classes 
they dreaded most in law school were on things they now focus on daily. The current students 
emphasized that concentrations on certain areas of law are more individually driven by in-
terest rather than for potential employment. Do they have time to have fun? Depends on time 
management skills. For them, gone are the days when a friend can suddenly pop by for an 
impromptu hangout. They have to plan ahead for certain activities in an effort to structure their 
busy yet rewarding lives.
 If you feel sad about missing the event this year, don’t worry! It is annual and offers 
exciting new content each time. So if you have any interest in law school, then make sure to 
remember Pitt Law Day next year!



Students Win Awards at Regional PJAS
 Several Fox Chapel Area students recently won awards at the 86th Annual Region 7 
Meeting of the Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science (PJAS).  A total of 18 of those students 
qualified for the state competition. 
 Fox Chapel Area first-place winners were:  senior Rajeev Godse and Ameya Velankar; 
juniors Amulya Garimella, Jackson Romero, Vinisha Sant, Sanjay Seshan, Dong Hyun “Si-
mon” Shin, and Nishi Thawani; sophomores Mona Gerges, Janise Kim, Zoe Lakkis, Theodor 
Urban, and Siddharth Yende; freshmen Arvind Seshan and Alina Stiger; eighth graders Lak-
shanya Rajaganapathi and Jillian Stahl; and seventh grader Rohit Velankar.  The first-place 
winners qualified for the state PJAS competition which will be held May 17-19, 2020, at Penn 
State University (Main Campus).
 Fox Chapel Area second-place winners were:  juniors Catherine Heidenreich, Anthony 
Nguyen, Elizabeth Schwartzman, and Victor Yang; eighth grader Adhitya Thirumala; and sev-
enth graders Anna Delale-O’Connor, Alex Kim, and Varad Sant.
 The following Fox Chapel Area High School students received these special awards 
in addition to their first-place awards:  Rajeev Godse received a PJAS Perseverance Award; 
Ameya Velankar won a PJAS Perseverance Award and a Carnegie Mellon University Civil and 
Engineering Department – Chi Epsilon Award; Amulya Garimella won a Duquesne Univer-
sity School of Pharmacy Award and a University of Pittsburgh Excellence in Biology Award; 
Jackson Romero won a PJAS Perfect Score Award and a PJAS Director’s Award; Vinisha Sant 
received a PJAS Perfect Score Award; Sanjay Seshan won a PJAS Director’s Award and a 
Sister Maze Award; Dong Hyun “Simon” Shin was awarded a Duquesne University Program 
in Forensic Science and Law Award; Mona Gerges received a PJAS Director’s Award; Janise 
Kim won a Society of Women Engineer’s Award, a University of Pittsburgh Center for Ener-
gy – Swanson School of Engineering Award, an Innovation Works Award, and an American 
Nuclear Society – Pittsburgh Section Award; Zoe Lakkis was awarded a Duquesne University 
School of Health Sciences Award and a Duquesne University Biomedical Engineering Award; 
Theodor Urban won an Innovation Works Award; and Arvind Seshan received a PJAS Perfect 
Score Award, a PJAS Director’s Award, and a Duquesne University Biomedical Engineering 
Award.
 The following Dorseyville Middle School students received these special awards in ad-
dition to their first- and second-place awards:  Jillian Stahl received a Pittsburgh Society of 
Women Engineers Award; Rohit Velankar received a Duquesne University Award for Excel-
lence; and Lakshanya Rajaganapathi, Jillian Stahl, Adhitya Thirumala, Anna Delale-O’Connor, 
Varad Sant, and Rohit Velankar all were awarded a Bayer School of Excellence in Science 
Award.
 The participating students (from several schools from Allegheny and Westmoreland 
counties) researched their science projects for several months.  During the competition, each 
of the students was required to give an oral presentation on his or her science project in front 
of a panel of judges.  The regional competition was held at Duquesne University February 1.
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Tapestry Wins First-Place 
National Award

FC Students to be Inducted into 
National Technical Honor Society 

 Five Fox Chapel Area High School and A.W. Beattie Career Center juniors will be induct-
ed into the National Technical Honor Society (NTHS) this year.  The Fox Chapel Area students 
are Isaiah Charapp – Culinary Arts, Matthew Ebel – Automotive Technology, Kevin Fornaser 
– Automotive Technology, Ashton Monroe – Culinary Arts, and Matthew Sheeler – Computer 
Systems Technology.  The students will be inducted at an invitation-only induction ceremony 
at A.W. Beattie April 7, 2020.
 To be considered for the honor, students must maintain a grade point average of 3.0 or 
higher on a 4.0 scale, have a grade of at least 93% in their career training programs, and miss 
no more than five days of school.  Candidates also must have a clear disciplinary record and 
belong to a service organization or participate in an extracurricular activity.  The NTHS pro-
vides scholarships for ongoing education and works to improve the skilled workforce. 
 “We have 800 students, and we have 63 on that list to be inducted and they represent 
the best of their class,” Beattie Student Ethics Coordinator and NTHS advisor Scott Scariot 
said.  “I’m proud of them for how hard they work and how they’ve met difficult standards to be 
nominated by their teachers for induction into the NTHS.”
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 Fox Chapel Area High School’s 2018-2019 literary arts magazine “Tapestry” received a 
national award.  The magazine was named a first-place winner in the magazine portion of 
the 2019 American Scholastic Press Association’s Annual Contest/Review for Scholastic Year-
books, Magazines and Newspapers.  
 The 2018-2019 student editors of “Tapestry” were 2019 graduates Noah Fritsch, Arnav 
Gupta, Emma Kazmierczak, Alyssa Melani, Demi Rymer, Seo Yeon “Christina” Wang, and 
Chloe Yofan (editor-in-chief); current 2019-2020 seniors Claire Cummings, Gwendolyn Davi-
son, Emma Lusk, Navjot Pabla, and Olivia Tang; and current 2019-2020 juniors Molly Dean, 
Nora McDougall, and Xavier Perry.  The students’ advisor is Fox Chapel Area High School En-
glish teacher Jessica Green.



What Graduation Means 
During a Pandemic

by claire fenton
 There is something special about being in the graduating class of 2020. The repetition 
invites the playful visuals showcased on various jewelry items, t-shirts, and party invitations 
commemorating my surviving the high school gauntlet. Long before the end was in sight, my 
fellow senior classmates and I were eagerly anticipating the celebrations that accompany the 
best year of our (admittedly short up to this point) lives. We were shopping for prom dresses, 
finalizing college decisions, and counting down the days until our senior-only barbeque lunch.
While we confidently prepared spring break vacations and college visits, the insidious threat 
of the coronavirus slowly began to disrupt our plans. Everyone shrugged off news of the first 
American cases, but the danger seemed to escalate hourly. The situation quickly turned apoc-
alyptic: businesses closed their doors, people ransacked supermarket shelves, and one by 
one colleges sent students home. By then, my classmates and I could not help wondering – 
would we be next? Impossible, we thought. Our fears were assuaged on Thursday, March 12 
(a date insignificant at the time), when our principal came over the intercom before dismissal 
and reassured us that administration had a plan in place that prioritized our health and safety.
Within twenty-four hours, the entire school district was shut down indefinitely.
 We all thought we had 20/20 vision into the future, but no one saw this coming.
 That ordinary, unassuming Thursday became my final day of high school since Gover-
nor Wolf’s mandate on April 9 that all Pennsylvania schools remain closed for the academic 
year. It was an abrupt ending to an unfinished story. In the preceding weeks, I followed the 
news and saw the gravity of the situation multiplying, yet I still hoped that we could salvage 
something of my senior year. It may be cheesy, but I wanted the sentimentality of bidding 
adieu to this most important chapter of my life thus far. Traversing the hallways, chatting with 
my favorite teachers, walking home with my friend at the end of the day – true, I got one final 
shot at these experiences. I just did not know it at the time, and that makes all the difference. 
 Admittedly, the shutdown was a welcomed break at first, but the self-quarantine soon 
grew old. I began to miss things about school I never thought I would, like the roar of lunch-
time conversations and early morning walks to school and taking notes during a live lecture. 
The one beacon of normalcy in my new virtual academic world is my English class; we meet 
online daily and can see one another face to face. We discuss our assigned readings (the 
most recent topic being whether Hamlet has an Oedipus complex), debate modern issues, 
and oftentimes just talk, our voices overlapping as we try to cram in as much conversation as 
possible before class ends. When it is finally time to log off, we say our good-byes and shut 
our laptop screens. Just like that, the silence of solitude returns. Right now, it is all we have, 
as the pandemic’s current state renders gathering under one roof impossible; not for twenty 
of us in a classroom, and certainly not for hundreds of us at commencement.
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 By formal definition, graduation ceremonies recognize academic achievement by 
awarding students with diplomas. Recently, I have come to view them as much more. Gradu-
ation is a final assembling of classmates, a uniting all-for-one moment before we go our sep-
arate ways. Whether students have lived in the district for thirteen years or just one, whether 
they plan to pursue post-secondary education or enter the workforce, whether they are ath-
letic superstars or musical prodigies – none of the differences matter when we are on that 
stage, receiving the document that marks the end of our journey together and the beginning 
of greater things to come.
 The end of my senior year will be without the traditional pomp and celebration. Truth-
fully, it is disappointing; however, it is not disastrous. People across the globe face unemploy-
ment, empty pantry shelves, and the deaths of beloved friends and family. The world as we 
know it is changing rapidly; for better or for worse, we do not yet know. Once the coronavirus 
is finally eradicated, we can not simply return to our regular lives. The devastation  left in its 
wake will require solutions from the best and brightest, and I know that the class of 2020 is up 
to the challenge. We will be the politicians putting reform policies into action. We will be the 
economists getting the nation back to financial stability. We will be the medical professionals 
eliminating the chances of anything like this reoccurring. We will be the entertainers creating 
the movies and songs and shows that will take a grieving population’s mind off of their trou-
bles, even if only for a brief period.
 Ultimately, the members of the class of 2020 will be denied the graduation ceremony we 
hoped for, but we do not need a cap and gown to prove we are capable of creating the future 
everyone deserves. 

 Two Fox Chapel Area High School and A.W. Beattie Career Center students won third 
and fourth places in the district-level SkillsUSA Competition.  Junior Ashton Monroe won 
a third place in culinary arts and is enrolled in Beattie’s culinary arts program, and senior 
Jennifer Blackwell was awarded a fourth place in medical math and is in Beattie’s veterinary 
sciences program.
 Skills USA is part of a national student organization that develops leadership skills 
to complement what students learn in career and technical education programs.  District 8 
competitions were held January 20, 2020, at various locations in Pittsburgh.

A.W. Beattie Students Qualify for 
SkillsUSA State Competition
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FC Students Chosen for Special Bands
 Several Fox Chapel Area High School students were chosen for two Pennsylvania Music 
Educators Association (PMEA) 2020 honors bands.
 
—PMEA District 1 Honors Jazz Ensemble – Fox Chapel Area High School senior Michael Men-
delson was selected by audition to perform with the PMEA District 1 Honors Jazz Ensemble.  
Each year, three ensembles are made up of students who audition from the nearly 90 school 
districts that make up PMEA District 1.  The PMEA District 1 Honors Jazz Ensemble performed 
at Pine-Richland High School February 8, under the direction of Eric DeFade, director of the 
jazz orchestra at Carnegie Mellon University. 

—PMEA District 1 Band East – Six Fox Chapel Area High School students were selected by 
audition to perform with the 2020 PMEA District 1 Band East.  The students are seniors Ja-
cob Rendall and Anzu Sekikawa; and juniors Madelyn Francis, Nathaniel Kisslinger, Wyatt 
Krisky, and Joey Wang.  The band was comprised of 120 of the best student-musicians from 
high schools from Allegheny, Fayette, Greene, Washington, and Westmoreland counties.  The 
PMEA District 1 Band East concert was held February 14 at Deer Lakes High School.  The guest 
conductor was Matthew Inkster, D.Mus., professor of music at York College of Pennsylvania. 
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Davison Wins National Gold Medal in 
Writing Competition

 Fox Chapel Area High School senior 
Gwendolyn Davison was named a nation-
al medalist in the Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards of 2020.  Gwendolyn won a Gold Med-
al for her short story, “Blown in by the Hot 
Winds.”  The story features a glimpse into the 
life of Señorita Arango, a woman who lives 
in the abandoned town of Ramita, and her 
encounter with a group of orphan boys who 
aimlessly wander the train tracks in search 
of nourishment and connection.
 This year, more than 110,000 students 
submitted nearly 320,000 works of art and 
writing to the 2020 Scholastic Awards.  Only 
3,000 works received a national medal, which 
means Gwendolyn’s short story was in the 
top 1% of all submissions.
 Gwendolyn’s work will be published 
in the Online Galleries at artandwriting.org 
in June.  Her name will also be listed in the 
Yearbook 2020, a companion publication to 
The Best Teen Art and The Best Teen Writing 
anthologies which feature a selection of work by the national medalists. 
 Prior to being named a national winner, Gwendolyn won a Gold Key for her short sto-
ry in the Pittsburgh Regional Scholastic Writing Awards 2020 competition sponsored by the 
Western Pennsylvania Writing Project.  Her entry was then sent to New York City for national 
judging where it was selected by some of the foremost leaders in literary arts for excellence 
in originality, technical skill, and the emergence of a personal voice or vision.
 Gwendolyn will attend Columbia University in the fall where she plans to major in both 
history and English.
 The national award is sponsored by the Alliance for Young Artists and Writers, the non-
profit organization that presents the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.  The Scholastic Art & 
Writing Awards continues to be the nation’s longest-running, most prestigious educational 
initiative supporting student achievement in the visual and literary arts.  
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Kennywood Day Rescheduled
 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Fox Chapel Area's annual Kennywood school picnic has 
been changed. Kennywood day was to be held May 27, 2020, but will now be held Sunday, Au-
gust 16, 2020. This new picnic date also coincides with the day that the Fox Chapel Area High 
School Marching Band is scheduled to participate in Kennywood’s Fall Fantasy Parade.
This change was not initiated by the district, but by Kennywood Park representatives, as they 
are currently uncertain as to when the park will be opening.
It is important to note that Wednesday, May 27, 2020, will remain an early dismissal day for 
students.
 Tickets can be purchased at http://www.kennywood.com/foxchapel. This link will be 
available all summer to purchase discount tickets. The school ticket price has been lowered 
so there is not an additional upcharge when purchasing online. Tickets will still work out to be 
the $29 rate. All tickets will be valid anytime during the summer of 2020. Kennywood will NOT 
charge a surcharge if the tickets are used on weekends in July/August.

 The Fox Chapel Area High School varsity gymnastics and boys cross country teams 
earned top honors in the Fox Chapel Area School District Athletic Department’s 2019-2020 
Quality Point Average (QPA) Annual Award Contest. The gymnastics team earned the high-
est cumulative average, with a combined QPA of 4.181, and the cross country team posted a 
3.932 average.
 It was the first time that the gymnastics team won the award, and the second time 
that the boys cross country team achieved the honor. In honor of the accomplishment, both 
teams’ names will be added to the QPA banner in the high school’s main gym.
 Overall, among the high school’s 14 varsity teams, the average team QPA was 3.72.
 “We are very proud of our student-athletes who work very hard in the classroom as 
well as in their chosen sports,” says Athletic Director Mike O’Brien. “It can be a difficult bal-
ancing act to excel in both areas, but our athletes continue to prove, year after year, that they 
are more than capable of doing so. The lessons they learn through sports, and their dedica-
tion and perseverance, will certainly pay off for them in the future, long after they have com-
pleted high school.”
 The Fox Chapel Area High School team QPA award was introduced in 2007.

Fox Chapel Area 2019-2020 Team QPA 
Annual Award Contest
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Fox Chapel Area School Board Elects New 
Superintendent

The Fox Chapel Area Board of School Direc-
tors elected Mary Catherine Reljac, Ed.D., as 
the district’s next superintendent at a virtual 
special meeting April 28, 2020.
 Dr. Reljac comes to the Fox Chapel Area 
School District from the Franklin Regional 
School District in Murrysville, where she has 
served as the assistant superintendent since 
August 2013. Prior to that, she was an upper 
elementary school principal in the Pine-Rich-
land School District from 2011-2013. She was 
an elementary principal, a middle school as-
sistant principal, federal programs coordina-
tor, child accounting supervisor, and a music 
teacher in the Gateway School District from 
1997-2011. Dr. Reljac has more than 18 years 
of administrative experience. She began her 
educational career in the Hempfield Area 
School District as a middle school general 
music and choral teacher in 1996.
 According to Fox Chapel Area School Board President Somer Obernauer Jr., Dr. Reljac 
will provide the steadfast leadership necessary to propel the district for years to come.
 “We conducted a nationwide search, but, ironically, we found the perfect candidate right 
here in our own backyard,” he says. “We are confident that Dr. Reljac will be able to engage 
all district stakeholders, promote a culture of inclusivity, and build upon the district’s already 
proven reputation of excellence.”
 Dr. Reljac says that she is “passionate about preparing students to be thinkers who can 
achieve in the moment and in the future, passionate about developing staff members to be 
continuous learners who are able to use their skills and knowledge to shape student learning, 
and passionate about working with communities to develop public schools that reflect their 
goals and desires for their children while imagining ‘what can be’ in the future.”
 “I understand the immense responsibility of leading a school district and treasure every 
opportunity that I have had to do just that in my career,” Dr. Reljac says. “I am humbled and 
honored by the opportunity to lead the Fox Chapel Area School District as its superintendent 
of schools. I am also looking forward to serving the students, families, staff, and communities 
in the school district and collaborating with the entire Fox Chapel Area family to continue to 
grow and achieve together.”
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Dr. Reljac has served as a presenter and facilitator for many workshops and programs during 
the last 20 years. She has also received numerous awards and honors, most recently the Tri-
State Area School Study Council’s 2019 Jean E. Winsand Distinguished Woman in Education 
Award through the University of Pittsburgh.
 Dr. Reljac received her doctorate of education from the University of Pittsburgh in 2016. 
She received her superintendent letter of eligibility in 2008 from California University of Penn-
sylvania. She also has a master of science degree in educational leadership from Carlow 
University (2001), and a bachelor of science in music education from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania (1995).
 Dr. Reljac resides in Aspinwall with her husband, Jason, a manager in the technology 
group at Schneider Downs & Co. Inc.
 She will begin her job upon release from her present employer and hopes to officially 
start in the Fox Chapel Area School District on or before August 1.

 Five Fox Chapel Area High School seniors have been named candidates in the 2020 
United States Presidential Scholars Program.  The students are Hanna Chen, J. Oliver Choo, 
Rajeev Godse, Sina Shaikh, and Aaron Wu.  More than 4,500 students from across the U.S., 
from nearly 3.6 million students expected to graduate from the nation’s high schools in 2020, 
have been named candidates in this year’s program.  A total of 118 are from Pennsylvania.
 Inclusion in the Presidential Scholars Program, begun in 1964, is one of the nation’s 
highest honors bestowed upon graduating high school seniors.  Students are first selected 
for the program based on superior academic achievements.  They are then also evaluated on 
their leadership qualities, strong character, and involvement in community and school activi-
ties.
 About 600 students will be selected as Semifinalists in the program and, then, students 
chosen as Scholars will be notified this spring.  Each year, up to 161 students are named 
U.S. Presidential Scholars.  Scholars will be invited to Washington, D.C., in June for an ex-
pense-paid trip to the National Recognition Program, featuring various events and enrich-
ment activities, and culminating in the presentation of the Presidential Scholars Medallion 
during a White House-sponsored ceremony.

Five FC Students Candidates in Presidential 
Scholars Program
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Cutting Edge of Science and Tech at 
the STEM Symposium

 Using algorithms to find mutations in cancer genomes. Finding out if a patient has Par-
kinson’s — using only a voice recording. These are just a few examples of the amazing things 
that we can do with science and technology, but these applications are rarely ever exposed to 
high school students. Our generation has been making incredible strides in politics, activism, 
and social justice, but few high-schoolers get the opportunity to conduct cancer research in a 
lab or learn about artificial intelligence. The STEM Symposium, a day-long conference created 
by and for high school students, aims to fix that.
 This year at the Symposium, students heard talks and participated in workshops led by 
Pittsburgh’s foremost researchers, entrepreneurs, and professors, all on the bleeding edge 
of science and technology research. The day’s activities were organized into two broad tracks: 
computational biology and artificial intelligence. These are two fields that have incredible re-
al-world applications, and are growing rapidly, but aren’t accessible to high school students. 
The Symposium aims to democratize this knowledge, as well as expose students to programs 
where they can take a deep dive into these fields. Students learned about the Hillman Acade-
my, where students can learn and work alongside leading cancer researchers at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, as well as Carnegie Mellon University’s Summer Pre-College Program in 
Computational Biology. 
 The STEM Symposium was co-sponsored by the Carnegie Mellon University Computa-
tional Biology Department, the Carnegie Mellon Software Engineering Institute, and Argo AI. 
It was organized by the Fox Chapel STEM Outreach Club, with the help of Dr. Megan Collett, 
Executive Director of Instructional and Innovative Leadership here at FC.
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FCASD Named One of Best Communities 
for Music Education

 The Fox Chapel Area School District has been named among the 2020 Best Communi-
ties for Music Education.  This is the ninth year in a row that the district received this presti-
gious designation!  Fox Chapel Area is one of 115 in the state of Pennsylvania and one of 754 
school districts in the nation chosen for this honor that recognizes outstanding commitment 
to music education.  
 The districts were selected through a program sponsored by the NAMM (National As-
sociation of Music Merchants) Foundation which recognizes outstanding efforts by teachers, 
administrators, parents, students, and community leaders who have made music education 
part of a well-rounded education.  Designations are made to districts and schools that demon-
strate an exceptionally high commitment and access to music education.
 To qualify for the Best Communities for Music Education designation, Fox Chapel Area 
music teachers answered detailed questions about funding, graduation requirements, music 
class participation, instruction time, facilities, and support for the music program.  Research 
into music education continues to demonstrate educational/cognitive and social skill benefits 
for children who make music.
 The NAMM Foundation is a nonprofit that promotes and supports music education and 
music making for people of all ages and abilities.

 Thank you to our Fox Chapel Educators Association 
(FCEA), which sponsored a collection for Backpack For 
Hunger - Fox Chapel Area. Collectively, current and former 
teachers donated more than $4,000 to the program, which 
ensures children in the district don't go hungry during 
the weekend. Retired teachers also donated. Thank you, 
FCEA, for finding another way to truly nurture our students! 
#FCProud

In the 2020 Honor Roll Rank by the “Pittsburgh Business Times," Fox Chapel Area remained 
ranked No. 2 among school districts in Western Pennsylvania! Thank you to every member of 

our school community for having a role in our success!  
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 Six Fox Chapel Area High School students earned high marks on the 2020 National 
Latin Exam.  A Summa Cum Laude Gold Medal award was earned by junior Ryan Kenyon.  A 
Maxima Cum Laude Silver Medal award was earned by freshman Silas Owens.  Magna Cum 
Laude Certificate awards were earned by junior Amulya Garimella and sophomore Aurora 
Sauereisen.  Cum Laude certificates were earned by junior Divine Eyth and freshman Salva-
tore Smith.  
 The National Latin Exam is a test given annually to Latin students across the United 
States and around the world.  Depending upon their score, students may earn certificates, 
medals, and may even qualify for scholarships.  Fox Chapel Area High School students took 
the exam in March 2020.

Students Earn High Marks on National 
Latin Exam
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What Graduation Means 
During a Pandemic

 There is something special about being in the graduating class of 2020. The repetition 
invites the playful visuals showcased on various jewelry items, t-shirts, and party invitations 
commemorating my surviving the high school gauntlet. Long before the end was in sight, my 
fellow senior classmates and I were eagerly anticipating the celebrations that accompany the 
best year of our (admittedly short up to this point) lives. We were shopping for prom dresses, 
finalizing college decisions, and counting down the days until our senior-only barbeque lunch.
While we confidently prepared spring break vacations and college visits, the insidious threat 
of the coronavirus slowly began to disrupt our plans. Everyone shrugged off news of the first 
American cases, but the danger seemed to escalate hourly. The situation quickly turned apoc-
alyptic: businesses closed their doors, people ransacked supermarket shelves, and one by 
one colleges sent students home. By then, my classmates and I could not help wondering – 
would we be next? Impossible, we thought. Our fears were assuaged on Thursday, March 12 
(a date insignificant at the time), when our principal came over the intercom before dismissal 
and reassured us that administration had a plan in place that prioritized our health and safety.
Within twenty-four hours, the entire school district was shut down indefinitely.
 We all thought we had 20/20 vision into the future, but no one saw this coming.
That ordinary, unassuming Thursday became my final day of high school since Governor Wolf’s 
mandate on April 9 that all Pennsylvania schools remain closed for the academic year. It was 
an abrupt ending to an unfinished story. In the preceding weeks, I followed the news and saw 
the gravity of the situation multiplying, yet I still hoped that we could salvage something of my 
senior year. It may be cheesy, but I wanted the sentimentality of bidding adieu to this most im-
portant chapter of my life thus far. Traversing the hallways, chatting with my favorite teachers, 
walking home with my friend at the end of the day – true, I got one final shot at these experi-
ences. I just did not know it at the time, and that makes all the difference. 
 Admittedly, the shutdown was a welcomed break at first, but the self-quarantine soon 
grew old. I began to miss things about school I never thought I would, like the roar of lunch-
time conversations and early morning walks to school and taking notes during a live lecture. 
The one beacon of normalcy in my new virtual academic world is my English class; we meet 
online daily and can see one another face to face. We discuss our assigned readings (the 
most recent topic being whether Hamlet has an Oedipus complex), debate modern issues, 
and oftentimes just talk, our voices overlapping as we try to cram in as much conversation as 
possible before class ends. When it is finally time to log off, we say our good-byes and shut 
our laptop screens. Just like that, the silence of solitude returns. Right now, it is all we have, 
as the pandemic’s current state renders gathering under one roof impossible; not for twenty 
of us in a classroom, and certainly not for hundreds of us at commencement.

By Claire Fenton
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 By formal definition, graduation ceremonies recognize academic achievement by 
awarding students with diplomas. Recently, I have come to view them as much more. Grad-
uation is a final assembling of classmates, a uniting all-for-one moment before we go our 
separate ways. Whether students have lived in the district for thirteen years or just one, 
whether they plan to pursue post-secondary education or enter the workforce, whether they 
are athletic superstars or musical prodigies – none of the differences matter when we are 
on that stage, receiving the document that marks the end of our journey together and the 
beginning of greater things to come.
 The end of my senior year will be without the traditional pomp and celebration. Truth-
fully, it is disappointing; however, it is not disastrous. People across the globe face unem-
ployment, empty pantry shelves, and the deaths of beloved friends and family. The world as 
we know it is changing rapidly; for better or for worse, we do not yet know. Once the corona-
virus is finally eradicated, we can not simply return to our regular lives. The devastation  left 
in its wake will require solutions from the best and brightest, and I know that the class of 
2020 is up to the challenge. We will be the politicians putting reform policies into action. We 
will be the economists getting the nation back to financial stability. We will be the medical 
professionals eliminating the chances of anything like this reoccurring. We will be the enter-
tainers creating the movies and songs and shows that will take a grieving population’s mind 
off of their troubles, even if only for a brief period.
 Ultimately, the members of the class of 2020 will be denied the graduation ceremony 
we hoped for, but we do not need a cap and gown to prove we are capable of creating the 
future everyone deserves.



Madison Heininger
Favorite Memory: Volleyball season and Friday night football games 
Teacher Shout-Out: Shout-out to Mr. Norberg and Mr. O’Connor
 
Skye Lewandowski 
Favorite Memory: Going to Beattie everyday  
Teacher Shout-Out: Shout-out to Mr. Parks and Mr. Monroe from Beattie  
Message for the C/O 2020: It was nice knowing you guys, hope your endeavors go the way 
you’d like them to go.

Ian Lowe 
Favorite Memory: Swim team 
Teacher Shout-Out: Shout-out to Mrs. Pap 

Paul Yeterian 
Favorite Memory: Running with my teammates during cross country practices 
Teacher Shout-Out: Ms. Wickman, I’m glad I had you as my QRT teacher!! I’ll miss our morn-
ing coffee and chats!
Message for the C/O 2020: Our last school lunch was mini pancakes.

Alyssa Mattheis  
Favorite Memory: My trip to Universal Studios for marching band  
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs. Burger - Thanks for dealing with me and my friends for 4 years  

LaTonya Rickerson 
Favorite Memory: Making new friends  
Teacher Shout-Out: Mr. Ware - thank you so much for being the most hilarious, honest, cool, 
and best history teacher! Your stories and digging a little deeper into what we learned will 
always be iconic and something I will never ever forget 
Message for the C/O 2020: We're all in this together

Matthew Neal 
Favorite Memory: Singing in the halls for Madrigals during the telethon 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs. Tsambis - Such an underrated teacher. Queen of helping the strug-
gle buses. 
Message for the C/O 2020: We did it guys. Even with these circumstances, we are still the 
class of 2020. COVID-19 can't bring us down and that's on period.

Ethan Alfery 
Favorite Memory: Rusted Root sophomore year 
Teacher Shout-Out: Shout-out to Mr. Aires — he’s a real og.  

senior memories
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Nicole Blackwell 
Favorite Memory: Spending time with friends and playing softball with my teammates.  
Message for the C/O 2020: Good luck to all of you on your future plans. I hope you all suc-
ceed.

Brooke Krally 
Favorite Memory: Winning the cross country state championship in 2017 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs. Miller- she was the absolute best QRT and anatomy teacher ever. 
I'm really going to miss her next year
Message for the C/O 2020: It's been fun! Good luck to everyone in their future endeavors!

Grace Han 
Favorite Memory: Mr. Aires’ film class 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mr. Aires - you introduced me to the complexity of film and helped me 
realize that film is something I want to study in college! Your class taught me so much while 
remaining super enjoyable and I will miss it! 

Kyrie Nestel 
Favorite Memory: I would have to say my experience on the golf team. I had the best time 
being part of the school team all 4 years 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs. Skillen - she was always there to brighten my day and you could 
always talk to her about anything and she would never judge you. She always told the funni-
est stories and gave the best advice.
Message for the C/O 2020: I would like to say that even though we ended our senior year on 
a sad note, we have a great journey ahead of us.

Jessica Klein 
Favorite Memory: The last home football game. 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mr. O'Connor and Mr. Earley, thank you both for always making my day 
at school so much better.  
Message for the C/O 2020: Thanks for all of the great memories and good luck everyone!!

Emily Pollock 
Favorite Memory: Finally winning the homecoming skit our senior year 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs. Cooper - thank you for being not only my orchestra and QRT teach-
er, but for also being my biggest supporter and always being there for me both inside and 
outside of school since 4th grade. 
Message for the C/O 2020: Class of 2020, thank you for all of the fun memories. These 13 
years have been ones I’ll never forget. 

Ela Young 
Favorite Memory: Band class 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mr. Lesnik, Mr. Miller, and Mr. O’Connor - thank you for teaching as you 
do. Going to your classes made school a little more bearable, you guys rock. 25



Gunnar Loeffler 
Favorite Memory: Walking the halls at the end of the year after a day of AP testing 
Teacher Shout-Out: To Mrs. Klein - Thank you for all the work you do to help your students 
learn and be engaged in something as significant as government and politics. We the stu-
dents loved you and your class and we'll do the best we can to use what we learned in your 
class to affect the world in a positive way.  
Message for the C/O 2020: Thank you to my friends and fellow students for making our time 
in high school together a time I'll look back on fondly long after graduation.

Keith Haw 
Favorite Memory: Fencing meets and going out with the team afterwards 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mr. Aires - No matter how bad of a day I've had or how badly I wanted 
the day to be over, I always couldn't wait to go to your class. 
Message for the C/O 2020: Keep your heads up, we're going to go far despite the set back of 
quarantine.

Jenna Tupponce 
Favorite Memory: My favorite memory was hanging out with my friends during lunch and 
classes and walking around the halls with my friends during the passing periods and during 
QRT. 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mr. Miller - Thank you for being a great teacher! You always made 4th 
period super fun and you made English (a class I struggle to pay attention in) entertaining 
and helped me enjoy reading again. 
Message for the C/O 2020: We've made it through so much and I'm so proud of us! We've got 
this!

Sydney Ulanowicz 
Favorite Memory: Hanging out in the mornings with the Student Government QRT, laughing 
hysterically with Bryn 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs. Yac: Thank you so much for being a light in high school. I looked 
forward to your class every day. Thanks for being my favorite teacher! 
Message for the C/O 2020: We are strong and will never be forgotten - peace out FC

Michael Prato 
Favorite Memory: Breaking the indoor track high-jump record. 
Teacher Shout-Out: Shout-out to Mr. Zehnder for introducing me to the business world.

Eddie Farrell 
Favorite Memory: Winning the Allegheny County tournament for wrestling  
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs.Wickman is the best QRT teacher 

Jake Sperry 
Favorite Memory: Hanging out with the swim team and ultimate frisbee team                    
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Bryn Gerlach 
Favorite Memory: Any time I was laughing with friends 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs. Butkovic - Thank you for taking care of me and shaping me into the 
person I am today! You’ve shown me the importance in working hard and creating an impact 
on the community around us. I’ll miss you and the cafe QRT so much! 

Paige Asbury 
Favorite Memory: Every morning in the student government QRT with my friends 
Teacher Shout-Out: I want to thank Ms. Polesiak for making my last semester of school so 
fun and wholesome
Message for the C/O 2020: Good luck everybody - I will miss you all so much!

Alyssa Carnevali 
Favorite Memory: Being with my friends 
Teacher Shout-Out: Shout-out to Mr. Aires - No class can ever live up to the 2020 senior film 
class! 
Message for the C/O 2020: It’s been a weird year 

Rajeev Godse 
Favorite Memory: Staying up late playing video games at debate state championships my 
freshman year 
Teacher Shout-Out: Shout-out to Mr. Morley and Mrs. Colvin for entertaining Felix, Michael, 
and me for the 5 minutes in between B lunch and class 
Message for the C/O 2020: When the going gets tough, the tough get going. Goodbye FC

Helene Tracey 
Favorite Memory: The telethon 
Teacher Shout-Out: Thank you Mr. Aires for introducing us to film! 

Grace Gackenbach 
Favorite Memory: Every moment spent with the swim team, but especially Chili's. 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mr. Norberg, thank you for everything. I can’y imagine high school with-
out you. 
Message for the C/O 2020: Senior year was whack, wasn't it?  

Brevin Urso
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs. Tsambis - you got me off the “struggle bus” 

Anthony Boyer
Favorite Memory: Anytime I had marching band or band class. Getting to bond with those 
people was always the best.  
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs. Modlin- thank you for giving me the opportunity to give back to the 
school through GSA. I hope the presentation is something that can be continued even though 
I am not there anymore.
Message for the C/O 2020: We did it, guys.  



Gwen Davison 
Favorite Memory: Watching Ethan Frome in Mr. Kirk’s class. 
Teacher Shout-Out: Thank you to all of my teachers! I am so grateful to have had your guid-
ance for the last four years.  
Message for the C/O 2020: I will miss the wonderful Fox Chapel community, and I am always 
wishing you the best. Also: #behappygotappy

Corey Baker 
Favorite Memory: Befriending the principals  
Teacher Shout-Out: Mr Bandurski - I have always enjoyed being in your class. You are an 
awesome teacher! 
Message for the C/O 2020: Good luck and enjoy life

Marilyn Brach 
Favorite Memory: The APUSH D.C. trip 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mr. Murray - Thank you for everything these past four years! I can't 
imagine my high school experience without choir. 
Message for the C/O 2020: Good luck to everyone!! I know you will all do great things!! 

Cheyenne Turner 
Favorite Memory: Classes with  Mr. Bandurski and fun times with my friends   
Message for the C/O 2020: We finally made it !

Owen Kreidler 
Favorite Memory: PTRBSB 
Teacher Shout-Out: Mrs. Colvin, thanks for putting up with me and Cam and for helping me 
decide that I want to be a history major. 

Joshua Zacharias 
Favorite Memory: Playing Catan in Strategy club 
Teacher Shout-Out: Shout-out to Mr. Senkoski - easily one of the greatest teachers I have 
ever had

Gwen Cullen 
Favorite Memory: D.C. trip 
Teacher Shout-Out: All of my history teachers - Mrs. Colvin, Mr. Rios, Mr. Norberg, and Mrs. 
Klein for being passionate about teaching and history. Also, Ms. Stewart for making Art His-
tory such a fun and interesting class. #sungod

Elizabeth Gay
Favorite Memory: Going to Midwest  
Teacher Shout-Out: Mr. Norberg - Thank you for being the best QRT teacher I could ask for! 
Message for the C/O 2020: I know this isn’t the senior year that we wanted, but that just 
means that we’ll have even more fun the first semester of college 


